[image: image1.jpg]Dy & 207

GLAMOUR
GLITZ &
GRINS

ON THE RED CARPET



[image: image2.jpg]


Houston, TX:  On May 6, 2011, The Houston Area Women’s Center will host its annual fundraising gala, Glamour, Glitz and Grins: Joan Rivers on the Red Carpet.  Held in the new Westin Hotel – Memorial City, this event will assemble a broad business and social audience to support the Houston Area Women’s Center; which operates the only Houston rape crisis hotline and Houston residential shelter for victims of domestic and sexual violence. The evening’s festivities will be co-hosted by two Houston celebrities - Fox 26 Anchor and Reporter, Melinda Spaulding and CBS Radio’s Mix 96.5 radio personality and emcee, Ayana Mack. The affair will commence with an extravagant red carpet entrance experience for guests, followed by a reception, seated dinner and a show-stopping, side-stitching performance by celebrity comedienne/actress/producer/writer/fashionista Joan Rivers. The event will conclude with an invitation only VIP Backstage Access hour with Joan Rivers.  During the evening, the Women’s Center will also pause to honor longtime community supporters Linda and Howard McCollum and corporate supporter, El Paso Corporation.  

The 2011 Community Honorees, Linda and Howard McCollum, have given countless years of support to the Houston Area Women’s Center and its mission to help individuals affected by domestic and sexual violence in their efforts to move their lives forward.  From Linda’s service on the Board of Directors to the couple chairing a gala event to their gift of the shelter’s meditation garden and playground, they have left an amazing mark on the Women’s Center.  The McCollum’s actions have helped countless women, children and families live better and safer lives with strong futures.  It is our honor to recognize Linda and Howard McCollum’s years of support of the Houston Area Women’s Center.

“The McCollum’s are the finest of folks – gracious, supportive and endearing,” stated Shawn Raymond, Board Chair for the Houston Area Women’s Center. “Their charitable work does not stop with the Houston Area Women’s Center, however, they have always made us feel like supporting the Women’s Center’s mission was their one and only goal in life. This level of compassion is evident in the extensive impact they have had on our agency and our clients over the years.” 
“The 2011 Corporate honoree, El Paso Corporation, has been a generous corporate supporter of the Women’s Center, contributing more than $125,000 in direct and matching gifts since 2000. El Paso employees have volunteered their time at a significant level in support of the annual 5K and Kids K Race Against Violence event, the LOL with Lily Tomlin Spring 2010 Dinner, and the annual Astros’ Wives’ Gala.  El Paso always looks for opportunities to put its employee volunteer base into action leveraging its philanthropic dollars for the most impactful results. Sue Ortenstone, El Paso’s Executive Vice President and Chief Administrative Officer, serves as a member of the Women’s Center’s Board of Directors.”


“We are delighted to acknowledge and celebrate the many and varied contributions El Paso Corporation has made to the community and to the Women’s Center,” says Rebecca White, President and CEO of the Houston Area Women’s Center. “We are grateful for their ongoing financial support of our services, as well as their dedicated employees who have given their time and gifts to our organization.” 
Joan Rivers:  

With an illustrious career spanning more than four decades in the entertainment industry and beyond, Joan Rivers is as robust and hard-working as ever.  She can currently be seen hosting E! Entertainment’s Fashion Police, promoting her fashion lines on QVC, and performing stand up at various venues from coast to coast. Recent accomplishments include becoming the season II winner of The Celebrity Apprentice with her daughter Melissa; publication of two critically acclaimed, best-selling books; a Daytime Emmy nomination; a 2009 honor with the Comedy Central Roast of Joan Rivers, the reality series How’d you Get so Rich?; and successful theater endeavors with Broke and Alone and Joan Rivers: A Work in Progress by a Life in Progress.
After nearly a decade of playing tawdry clubs, hotels, and cabarets (“I was insanely persistent,” she says.), her career sky rocketed in 1968 with an appearance on The Tonight Show Starring Johnny Carson.  Within three years she was hosting That Show with Joan Rivers, one of the first syndicated daytime shows.  She made television history as the first sole guest host of The Tonight Show.  Her own The Late Show Starring Joan Rivers helped launch the Fox Network in 1986.  In 1989, she returned to daytime television with The Joan Rivers Show, winning an Emmy Award for Outstanding Talk Show Host and her own star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.

The Houston Area Women’s Center:  

Since 1977, the Houston Area Women's Center has been helping individuals affected by domestic and sexual violence in their efforts to move their lives forward.  We provide shelter, counseling and advocacy to support them in building lives free from the effects of violence.  We seek social change to end domestic and sexual violence through community awareness and education.  Our services are confidential and available to everyone.Home > About Us > Mission & History
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